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Voting Information News 
A roundup of voting news from the Federal Voting Assistance Program (FVAP)

For voters, potential voters and those who assist voters. 
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h any changes. 
The 2002 election year is about to begin
and you have just been assigned as a
new Voting Assistance Officer (VAO).
This newsletter is designed to help you
become familiar with the voting
assistance program and to get you started
with your duties as a VAO. 

The Uniformed and Overseas Citizens
Absentee Voting Act (UOCAVA) covers
the voting rights of all eligible citizens who
are members of the U.S. Uniformed
Services, or merchant marine, their
eligible family members and American
citizens residing outside the U.S.   As the
VAO, you are assigned to assist these
citizens when they are attempting
exercise their right to vote.  This includes
assisting with absentee voter registration
and voting procedures.  Your job also
includes disseminating accurate,
nonpartisan information and conducting
training workshops and program
orientations for the citizens that you have
been assigned to help (including eligible
family members).  In addition, if you are a
member of the military, commissioned or
noncommissioned officers, and are
designated as a VAO, you are authorized
in accordance with the provisions of DoD
directive 1000.4 to administer oaths in
connection with registration and voting. 

To fulfill your obligations as a VAO, you
first need to familiarize yourself with the
absentee voting process.  Once of the
best ways to do this is to visit the FVAP’s
website at www.fvap.ncr.gov.  This site
provides a wealth of information, including
a VAO training workshop presentation,
which highlights your responsibilities and
the resources available to you.  There you
will find many of the FVAP’s publications. 
These include the current and back-
issues of this newsletter (VIN), archived 
News Releases, answers to frequently 
asked voting questions, and the on-line 
version of the Voting Assistance Guide. 
Reviewing these materials will help you 
gain a better understanding of the 
absentee voting process.  They are 
written in an easy to follow format and 
provide useful, timely information.  The 
site also contains links to Federal 
government agencies, Congress, various 
U.S. citizens’ overseas organizations, 
Secretaries of State/Directors of 
Elections, state and local government 
organizations and other pertinent sites 
containing election information.   

After you have familiarized yourself with 
the resources available, the next step is to 
determine what materials you have or 
need.  The two most important materials 
are the Federal Post Card Application 
(FPCA) and the Guide.   

The FPCA is the standard form that is 
accepted by the states and territories to 
request registration and an absentee 
ballot.  In order for eligible citizens to 
participate in the absentee voting 
process, he or she must complete the 
FPCA and then submit it to the proper 
election official. 

The Guide is a compendium of state
specific instructions for completing and 
submitting the FPCA.  Each state/territory
section outlines the pertinent information 
to help a citizen register and cast an 
absentee ballot in their state and shows 
you where to mail the FPCA. � 
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This chart lists the 2002 primary election dates in all the States, Territories, and the District of Columbia; primary 
runoff dates (if applicable); states with U.S. Senate and Governor races, and the number of U.S. Representative 
seats up for re-election.  The General Election is Tuesday, November 5, 2002.  See page 4 for more information.�
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“My anchor is democracy – 
and more democracy.” 

 -Franklin D. Roosevelt,
 

 Department of State: Office of American C
 Chief VAO:  Mr. Jack Markey, te
 Deputy VAO:   Mr. Stuart Denyer, t  
 

 Service Voting Action Officers 
 Dept. of the Army:  Mr. James Davis tel

DSN fax: 221-4532;
 

 Dept. of the Navy:  Mr. John Hillis tel: (9
DSN fax: 882-2689;

 

 Dept. of the Air Force: TSgt Sophia Barnar
fax: (210) 565-2543

 

 Marine Corps: GySgt Kenneth B. W
fax: (703) 784-9828

 

 U.S. Coast Guard:  MCPO Jeff Creighto
E-mail: jcreighton@
 

All of the above can also be reached 

Pleas
Voting Action Officers 
 

itizen Services 
l: (202) 736-4937, fax: (202) 647-6201, E-mail: markeyjd@state.gov 
el: (202) 647-3495, fax: (202) 647-6201, E-mail: denyersr@state.gov

: (703) 325-4530 DSN: 221-4530; fax:(703) 325-4532   
 E-mail: davisj@hoffman.army.mil 
01) 874-4369, DSN: 882-4369; fax: (901) 874-2689, 
 E-mail: p662b@persnet.navy.mil, www.persnet.navy.mil/nvap 
d tel: (210) 565-2563, toll free: 1-800-558-1404, DSN: 665-2563; 
, DSN fax: 665-2543; E-mail: Sophia.Barnard@afpc.randolph.af.mil 
arford tel: (703) 784-9511, DSN: 278-9511;  

, DSN fax: 278-9828; E-mail: warfordkb@manpower.usmc.mil 
n tel: (202) 267-1636, fax: (202) 267-4823;  
comdt.uscg.mil  
through the DoD Voting Information Center and the FVAP website. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

fore you begin assisting others to
ut the FPCA, walk through the

ess a couple of times.  Fill out an
A for yourself, using your state’s
s in the Guide.  Now read through

procedures of several other states
g mindful of the differences between
s (deadlines, notaries, specific 
edures).   

ead through the other sections of
Guide.  Find your Service Voting
n Officer’s (SVAO) contact
mation in the introduction.  Your
O is your primary link to voting
rams.  Chapters 1 and 2 provide
er instructions on your duties as a
. 

ead through back issues of the
g Information Newsletter (VIN). 
July 2001 VIN explains each of the
urces and services available to a
.  The September 2001 VIN
ains procurement procedures for
 branch and the State Department.
e issues and many more are

lable under “Publications” at
.fvap.ncr.gov.  

ke inventory of your supplies.
re that you have a 2002-2003 
e

oting Assistance Guide, voting posters, 
ederal Post Card Applications (4 for 
ach person you are responsible for 
roviding assistance, including eligible 
amily members), and FWABs (1 per 
erson). 

Get the word out!  Display 
otivational voting posters (see page 4) 

nd election calendars to remind people 
bout voting and upcoming elections. 
e sure to include your name and 
ontact information.  All personnel need 
o receive yearly instruction and have 
ccess to absentee voting activities, 

ncluding training sessions, registration 
rives, distribution of voting materials, 
nd providing support to citizens with 
bsentee voting questions.  Post the 
IN on bulletin boards and forward 
opies by email to those you serve to 
nsure they are informed. 

The election cycle starts in March.  Be 
repared to assist citizens meet the 
arliest registration deadlines. 

Get ready to open your doors to 
oters! � 
 or New VAOs: A “To Do” Checklist
 share this copy of VIN with others. 
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Federal Voting 
Assistance Program 
Department of Defense 

Washington 
Headquarters Services 

1155 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC  

20301-1155 
 

PHONE: 
(703) 588-1584 
DSN 425-1584 

 
FAX: 

(703) 588-0108 
DSN 425-0108 

 
VOTING INFORMATION 

CENTER: 
(703) 588-1343 
DSN 425-1343 

 
TOLL FREE: 

1-800-438-VOTE (8683) 
 

E-MAIL: 
vote@fvap.ncr.gov 

We’re on the Web! 
w gov 
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Federal Voting Assistance Progr
Department of Defense 

Washington Headquarters Service
1155 Defense Pentagon 

Washington, DC 20301-1155 

OFFICIAL VO

NO POST
he FVAP has been busy preparing new
aterials for the 2002 elections.  As
entioned in the November VIN,

istribution for the 2002-2003 Voting
ssistance Guide began last month.
ovember’s VIN also previewed the new
otivational poster.  The new poster is a

ull color poster, available in two sizes to
ccommodate display space limitations.
o help promote voting participation,
AOs should display the posters in places
here they will be seen.   

n addition to the motivational poster, the
VAP has again put together a full color
oster size 2002 Election Calendar (see
age 2).  The Election Calendar lists the
tate primary elections in all the States,
erritories, and the District of Colombia;
rimary runoff dates (if applicable); states
ith U.S. Senate and Governor races;
nd the number of U.S. representative
i i
Voting Information News provides information for 
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AGE NECESSARY IN THE U.S. MA
eats up for re-election for each state.  In
ddition, there is also a section on the
ottom of each poster for the VAO to write
ontact information for citizens who
equire further information or assistance.
oter participation is crucial in every
lection.   

ll election materials are available
hrough your normal supply distribution
hannels.  Refer to the September 2001

ssue of VIN, available at
ww.fvap.ncr.gov if you have questions

egarding the procurement process.
lease allow sufficient time for delivery.  If

urther information or assistance is
eeded and cannot be obtained locally,
lease contact your Service Voting Action
fficer (contact information is listed on
age 3) or visit the FVAP website at
ww.fvap.ncr.gov. � 
ew Election Materials Released
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